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Funding Areas
Arts 

Council

Ausherman 

Family 

Foundation

City of 

Frederick

The Community 

Foundation of 

Frederick County

Delaplaine 

Foundation, Inc.

Frederick County 

Government 

Community 

Partnership 

Grant Program

Heart of the 

Civil War 

Heritage Area

Helen J Serini

Foundation

Kahlert

Foundation

United Way 

of Frederick 

County

Women’s 

Giving Circle

Health & Human Services

Substance Use Disorder

Arts & Culture/Historic 

Preservation

Public/Society Benefit

Children, Youth, and 

Families

Food Security

Poverty Alleviation  Root 

Causes, Systems Change, 

Economic Development

Economic 

Opportunity/Financial 

Stability

Community Development

Education

Spiritual Enlightenment

Agriculture & Environment

Technical Training

Animal Welfare

Civic Interests

Homelessness/Housing

Advocacy

Transportation

Elder Care/Senior Needs
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The Ausherman 
Family Foundation

8

Our Grants

General Grants Open continuously

Capacity Building Grants Open continuously

Multi-Year Grants Generally, by invitation only

IDEA Grants Grants for Black-led organizations

Community Benefit Projects May be initiated internally or by a local 
organization;

www.aushermanfamilyfoundation.org

Apply Here

Monthly Information Session

First Tuesday of each month at 11:00 am  Contact:  Info@ausherman.org

Recommended for all new applicants – current grantees welcome.

2026 Process

1. Verify Eligibility

2. Submit LOI

3. Complete Application

* 100% Board Giving*

*Matching Grants / Funding Diversity*

*Collaborations / Frederick Focused*

*Pausing New Applicants*

https://www.aushermanfamilyfoundation.org/
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=ausherman


City of Frederick's 
Grant Funding

Community Promotion Grant
Community Promotion Grants | The City of Frederick, MD – Official Website 

(cityoffrederickmd.gov)

•Applications open - November 2026

•Application deadline - January 2027

•All applicants must attend one of 

two MANDATORY information sessions.

•Funding distributed - After July 1, 2027

To learn more, visit Community Promotion Grants | The City of Frederick, MD -

Official Website (cityoffrederickmd.gov)
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Contact

Community Partnerships Advisor
Shana Knight, sknight@cityoffrederickmd.gov

https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1023/Community-Promotion-Grants
mailto:sknight@cityoffrederickmd.gov


What We Fund
Our grantmaking program supports a 

wide variety of community interests 

and causes with one end goal in 

mind: improving the quality of life in 

Frederick County.

frederickcountygives.org/Grants

Strategic Grants Aug. 1 – Aug. 31

Provides grants based on the Frederick County Human Needs Assessment 
Report. Core priorities include supporting families with children, preparing for 
an aging population, and responding to substance use disorder. In 2022, new 
focus areas were added to give a priority to projects supporting: affordable 
housing, mental health, and service equity.

Impact Grants Sept. 1 – Sept. 30

Provides grants for any purpose, including a wide range of field of interest 
and special purpose funds, and support for individuals served by nonprofits or 
government agencies. 

Rolling Grants Jan. 1 – May 1 

Provides grants that have been unawarded during our Impact grant cycle. 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until funds are depleted.

Other Grant Opportunities

Throughout the year, additional grant opportunities may open, ranging from 
veteran relief funds, employee hardship funds, to agriculture funds, and 
others. Visit here for more information: Grant Information

Scholarships Begins Fall 2026

Provides scholarship opportunities to Frederick County residents. Scholarships 
types available: Music, Athletic, Sports, General, Career and Technical. A 
Second Chance Scholarship is available for students who have lived 
experiences. More information can be found here: Scholarship information
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Contact

VP, Community Impact
Mary Zaledonis
M.Zaledonis@frederickcountygives.org

Or 
Community.Impact@frederickcountygives.org

https://www.frederickcountygives.org/Grants
https://www.frederickcountygives.org/learn/human-needs-assessment-report/
https://www.frederickcountygives.org/learn/human-needs-assessment-report/
https://www.frederickcountygives.org/apply/grants/
https://www.frederickcountygives.org/apply/scholarships/
mailto:Community.Impact@frederickcountygives.org


Frederick County 

Government 

Community 

Partnership Grant 

(CPG) Program

4 Funding Priorities

 Addressing Homelessness &  Housing Solutions

 Quality of Life

 Public Health

 Supporting the Arts
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CPG is an open and competitive

grant program for nonprofit

organizations that provide resources

to Frederick County citizens.

www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/CPG

One application per organization to meet the priority funding 

areas.

Organization must be:

• In operation for a minimum of 3 years

• A 501(c)(3) organization

• Providing programs and services to residents living within 

Frederick County

• In good standing with the IRS, the Maryland Secretary of State’s 

Charitable Division, and the Maryland Department of 

Assessment and Taxation (SDAT*) (note: or *pending SDAT 

certification must be resolved within 45 days of the application 

close date.)

http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CPG
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/exemption-requirements-501c3-organizations
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Contact

CPG@frederickcountymd.gov

Website (which includes link to apply): 

www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/CPG

Program Budgets by Fiscal Year

FY22
$1 

million

FY23 
$1 million

FY24
$1.38 
million

FY25
$1.2 

million

FY26
$1.2 

million

Frederick County 

Government 

Community 

Partnership Grant 

Program

Informational Session December 2, 2025

Application Opens December 2, 2025

Weekly Teams Meetings 12/9, 12/13, 12/17, 12/22, 12/30 and 1/8/2026

Application Closes January 20, 2026 @ 4:00 p.m.

Evaluation Period January/March 2026

Proposed Awardees Announced April 2026 (when CE releases proposed budget)

Final Recipient Notification May 2026 (after budget is adopted)

FY27 Cycle Timeline

https://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CPG
http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CPG
http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CPG
http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CPG


2025 Grant Funding Totaled: $3,226,600 (176 grantees)

Where We Fund
• Approximately 90% or more of our annual grant funding is awarded to programs and 

projects impacting Frederick County. For programs related to Historic Preservation 

and Spiritual Enlightenment, we accept applications impacting Frederick County and 

surrounding areas.

What We Do Not Fund
• Individual scholarships, organizations without an EIN number unless they utilize a 

fiscal sponsor, government agencies, and for-profit businesses.

Deadline For Applying
• Yearly grant cycle ends and begins each year on October 1st, or the following 

business day.

• Nonprofits who have not previously received funding from Delaplaine Foundation 

must complete the Letter of Intent (LOI) portion of a First Time Grant Applicant 

application by September 1st.

How to Apply
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/

ContactPhone: 301.662.2753Email: info@delaplainefoundation.orgWebsite: https://delaplainefoundation.org/What We FundNonprofit organizations recognized by the IRS as tax-exempt whose missions are related to:Cultural artsEducational advancementHealthHuman servicesHistorical preservationSpiritual enlightenment

Contact
Phone: 301.662.2753

Email: info@delaplainefoundation.org

Website: https://delaplainefoundation.org/

What We Fund
Nonprofit organizations recognized by the 
IRS as tax-exempt whose missions are 
related to:

• Cultural arts

• Educational advancement

• Health

• Human services

• Historical preservation

• Spiritual enlightenment
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https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/apply-for-funding/
https://delaplainefoundation.org/
mailto:info@delaplainefoundation.org
https://delaplainefoundation.org/


What We Fund
• Grant funds benefit heritage tourism-

related projects 

Who Is Eligible
• Nonprofit organizations and 

government units. Projects should take 
place within Heritage Area 
boundaries (includes parts of 
Frederick, Carroll, Washington 
Counties)

Grant Programs

• Mini-Grants: $500-$5,000 mini-grants can be used for non-capital 
projects. Mini-grants can be used to develop new and innovative 
programs, exhibits, tours, events and other initiatives, and to enhance 
existing heritage tourism products.
o Timeline: Mini-grant round opens in late summer 2026, deadline at 

the end of October 2026. Awards announced by the end of 2026 
with projects generally taking place in 2027.

• Project Grants: Up to $100,000 for capital projects, up to $50,000 for 
non-capital projects. The Maryland Heritage Areas Authority (MHAA) 
Grant Program is a source of funding designed to assist and 
encourage the preservation of historical, archeological, natural, and 
cultural resources and support economic development through 
heritage tourism.
o Timeline: Intent to apply deadline in January, 2026. Draft 

application deadline (optional) March 3, 2026. Final application 
deadline March 31, 2026. Results announced in July, 2026 with 
projects beginning at that time.

Matching funds are required: applicants may use any 

combination of cash and in-kind value. Stay tuned- match requirements 
may be further reduced soon.

ContactOlivia Peterson, Heritage Area AssistantEmail: olivia@heartofthecivilwar.orgWebsite: Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area

Contact

Olivia Peterson, Heritage Area Assistant

Email: olivia@heartofthecivilwar.org

Website: Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area
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https://delaplainefoundation.org/
mailto:olivia@heartofthecivilwar.org
https://www.heartofthecivilwar.org/


Areas of Focus
• Health Care

• Education

• Youth Programming

• Veterans

• Human Services – not 

accepting LOI’s for new 

grantees at this time.

Where We Fund
in Maryland
• Carroll County

• Howard County

• Frederick County

• Baltimore City

• Baltimore County

Full applications are  reviewed 3 

times a year in February, June, & 

October

Letters of Intent are reviewed on 

a monthly basis

Contact

Wally Hernandez- Grants Manager –
can assist with LOI and grant submission 

and access.

whernandez@thekahlertfoundation.org

Ellen Myers- Vice President & Executive 

Director – takes the lead on grant 

review and site visits. 

emyers@thekahlertfoundation.org 15

The Kahlert Foundation Grants 

Allocations for Fiscal Year 2025 in 

Maryland - $17,616,000
The Kahlert Foundation focuses on

requests  that improve the quality of 

life of individuals and communities, with 

measurable results. We prefer grants for 

capital campaigns and special 

projects but will consider programs, 

and operational support for long-time 

partners.

** All first time Grantees are required to
submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) via our grants
management system**

Our website is a wealth of 
information. Please review to 
determine eligibility and the varying 
deadlines for submission depending 
on if you are a returning or new 
grantee.

www.thekahlertfoundation.org

mailto:whernandez@thekahlertfoundation.org
mailto:emyers@thekahlertfoundation.org
http://www.thekahlertfoundation.org/


United Way of 
Frederick County

United Way of Frederick 

County mobilizes the caring 

power of our whole community 
to improve lives. 

United Way of Frederick County 
envisions a community where all 
individuals and families achieve their 
potential through healthy lives, 
education, and financial stability.

www.unitedwayfrederick.org

UWFC provides programs and funding opportunities to support 

Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed (ALICE) 
households. In Frederick County today, 33% of all households are 

ALICE and cannot afford their basic needs.

Unity Campaign

This is a collaborative project between nonprofit partners, 

sponsors, and the greater Frederick community to support our 

ALICE neighbors by giving to a nonprofit organization of your 

choice. 100% of individual contributions go to the designated 

nonprofit. Every gift will be matched by the Incentive Match 

Fund. The Campaign runs annually in March.

Applications run annually from mid-August to mid-September.

Ride United Network (RUN)

A network of real-time, safe, and reliable transportation solutions 

which assist our ALICE households. 

RUN Ride Providers engage the community by providing critical 

flexible transportation options. Ride Providers apply to join the 

network and are eligible for reimbursement on a portion of their 

rides.

Contact Landen Lombardo, Community Impact Program 

Manager, at LLombardo@UWFrederick.org for more information.
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http://www.unitedwayfrederick.org/
mailto:LLombardo@UWFrederick.org


Women’s Giving Circle of 
Frederick County

What We Fund
Funding is provided to projects that focus 
specifically on empowering women in 
challenging situations

Contact
Women’s Giving Circle 

grants@frederickwgc.org

or Mary Zaledonis

m.zaledonis@frederickcountygives.org

Who We Fund

• An existing nonprofit, 501c3 organization
• An existing government/quasi-governmental agency applying for an 

extraordinary project that is not funded by tax revenue
• A faith-based organization requesting funding for non-sectarian activities
• A civic group that is not a 501c3 organization requesting funding for a 

community cause

Where We Fund: Four (4) Focus Areas
1. Health: access to health services such as physical, dental, vision, and 

mental health, aging and aging-in-place services, assistive devices, 
trauma-informed care, substance use prevention and recovery support

2. Housing: emergency and transitional housing support, including rental 
assistance, shelters, and recovery programs, homelessness prevention 
and support services, home repairs, utilities assistance

3. Education: literacy and English proficiency courses, tutoring programs, 
budgeting and financial literacy training and credit score 
management/repair, educational first-time homebuyer programs and 
low-income homebuyer support services

4. Transportation: car repair, gas, rideshare, and public transit voucher

When We Fund: Our Timeline
• Applications open: February 1- February 28
• Grants Awarded: June 

17

mailto:grants@frederickwgc.org


GRANT-SEEKING RESOURCES @ FCPL

• GrantScape is the largest and broadest grant opportunities database 

available. With nearly 180,000 grantors in its system, GrantScape is 

the only database that provides opportunities across the spectrum of 

grantors, from Federal, State, Local, and Foundation sources. (Only 

available @ the C. Burr Artz location)

• FCPL’s print and digital collections include many titles about starting, 

growing, and managing your nonprofit. 

• Your Library Card includes access to LinkedIn Learning, a skill 

development platform featuring thousands of online courses taught by 

real-world industry experts.

• Throughout the year the library collaborates with local partners to offer 

programming that provides educational and networking opportunities 

for grant-seekers.

Funded through the generosity of the Ausherman Family Foundation, FCPL’s Grant Seeker’s resources 

include a collection of circulating materials and access to GrantScape.

CONTACT:

Kris Buker

Library Specialist

C. Burr Artz Public Library

kbuker@frederickcountymd.gov

(301) 600-1630



Nonprofit Resources

(for software, hardware, 

and services)

Read and write reviews of 

foundations. Help colleagues. 

Get grants.

Grant Seeker’s 

Resource Center
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https://www.techsoup.org/
https://www.fcpl.org/learn/foundation-directory-online
https://www.guidestar.org/
https://grantadvisor.org/
https://www.marylandnonprofits.org/


Q&A
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Thank you for 
joining us! 
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