Catoctin Furnace began as a family owned and operated busi-
ness, First black slaves and later Buropean immigrants were
among the labor force, relying on the iron plantation for jobs and
the necessities of life. The growth of large corporations which
could produce iron more efficiently with improved technology,
markets and transport facilities ultimately doomed this rural in-
dustrial complex. Company houses eventually were bought by
families who had been employed in the furnace operation.

The village today is a part of the compact “company town"
with a furnace stack and the ruins of the ironmaster's mansion at
the northern end. In addition to “Auburn,” James Johnson's
“Springfield” is located southwest on Route 15, The Catoctin

- Purnace Historical Sociéty, Inc. has restored an early nineteenth

century double log house whichi is used as a museum and interpre-
tive center, A portion of the fiunace land is now located in the
Cunningham Falls State Park.
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Directions:
From Baltimore: West on I-70 to Route 15 (near Frederick, MD);
North on Route 15, 12 miles to Catoctin Furnace exit signs.

From Washington, DC: North on I-270 to Route 15 (near Fredericlk,
MD); North on Route 15 to Catoctin Furnace exit signs. =

From Pennsylvania; Take Pennsylvania Turnpilce to Route 15 (near
Gettysburg); South on Route 15 past town of Thurmont, MD and
follow signs to Catoctin Furnace,
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